CHAPTER   III

A NATION DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF

reasons why the Petains and the Weygands
i were afraid to call upon the people goes back a
long way in French history. The French Revolution
lit fires of hatred which have smouldered ever since,
being revived periodically, 1830, 1848, 1870 and 1936.
On February 6, 1934, there was an attempt to impose
Fascism on France by French big business interests, pos-
sibly in agreement with foreign Fascism. The attempt
failed and the reply by the people of France came at
the general elections, two years later, when the Popular
Front (a fusion of the Radical Socialist, Socialist and
Communist parties) was returned with a large majority
aad a Socialist government under Leon Blum came to
power. The Blum experiment with its programme of
big-scale social reforms was much needed, but it came
at a difficult moment for France. French finances were
already in a weak state and the new programme was
expensive. This could have been dealt with if the
country had had time to setde down to the new con-
ditions of this social revolution ; but with the prospect
of Blum's advent to power labour tried to press through
big demands too quickly and there were strikes which
paialysed industry for some time throughout the country.
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